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53° Reviews of Books 

It is a matter of surprise and congratulation that a work so broad 
in scope, so fair in purpose and so thorough in detail, has been brought 
to completion almost as soon as the termination of the war to which it 
relates. 

Eixery C. Stowell. 

Memoires du General Gallieni: Defense de Paris, 25 Aout-11 Sep- 
tembre 1914. (Paris: Payot et Cie. 1920. Pp. 271. 16 fr.) 

This book is published by the family of the late General Gallieni. 
The prefatory note explains that it was completed in June, 1915, and 
laid aside for publication after the war. Thus, while other volumes of 
memoirs have appeared before it, none can claim so early a date, and 
this may be regarded as the earliest, rather than the latest, treatment 
of what may be called the Joffre-Gallieni controversy. 

The general's introduction outlines his activities as commander of 
the Fifth Army just before the war, especially his studies on the prob- 
able form of a German offensive. His conclusion, based upon map 
manoeuvres, was that the attack would come through Belgium, and his 
official recommendations were shaped accordingly. This was, of course, 
a familiar idea to all French military men ; but in view of the somewhat 
exaggerated expressions of surprise after the event it is interesting 
to see that it had been unreservedly accepted by the commander of the 
Fifth, or left flank, Army. 

On his retirement in April, 1914, he was designated as second in com- 
mand of the Armies of the East, in case of war; and on August 2 he 
was placed on duty as such. On August 26, however, he was made 
military governor of the entrenched camp of Paris. 

The book describes vividly the weakness of the defenses, and the 
measures taken to strengthen them. It also emphasizes the weight attached 
by General Gallieni to making the defense mobile, and the effort made. 
by him to secure the necessary mobile troops. Of course, he was unable 
to secure all he wanted, for they were too urgently needed elsewhere, 
but he did collect enough to make a good striking force. 

The high lights of the book are those parts dealing with the assump- 
tion of the offensive by the Paris garrison. The writer insists that it 
was General Joffre's fixed intention to continue his withdrawal behind 
the Seine and the Yonne, there to remain on the defensive until the 
armies could be reinforced; that Gallieni was the first to propose the 
offensive against the German flank and rear ; and that it was only gradu- 
ally and with difficulty that Joffre was won to this point of view. He 
gives a vivid description of the operations, and cites in full numerous 
documents tending to substantiate his contention. The discussion is, of 
course, the brief of an advocate, but is conspicuously well done. 

The famous taxicab incident comes in for notice, and assumes here 
its true perspective. It was not a fundamental element in the operation, 
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as has been popularly represented, but merely an expedient for the move- 
ment of a specific body of reinforcements — the infantry of a single 
division. It was new in that the cabs were used for a large troop move- 
ment at a distance, and it attracted attention because many of them were 
seized on the public streets; but commercial motor vehicles had been 
taken over long before, both by the French and by the British. Gallieni 
himself had been thus using taxicabs within the entrenched camp ever 
since August 29. 

As illustrating the feeling in official circles as to the defense of 
Paris, the author describes his visit to the American ambassador on 
September 3, and gives a reproduction of the poster which the am- 
bassador had already printed, in good French and fair German, for the 
protection of the property of American citizens. 

Considerable space is devoted to the relations of the Paris force with 
the British ; these seem to have been entirely pleasant, but the opinion is 
clearly expressed that Marshal French did not act with the proper 
energy. 

One peculiar discrepancy in documents is noted, which might justify 
inquiry. One of Gallieni's despatches mentions the line Coulommiers — 
Changis as that proposed for the British. Changis is a tiny hamlet 
southeast of Meaux, south of the Marne, which does not appear upon the 
1/200,000 map. The British reply describes the line as Coulommiers — 
Charny; the latter place is west of Meaux, north of the Marne. Since 
the British made no effort to reach either line, probably no damage was 
done, but as a matter of the technique of orders it is an interesting small 
point. 

All in all, the book is extremely attractive, and is a valuable contribu- 
tion to knowledge of a delicate controversial point. 

Oliver L. Spaulding, jr. 

Seaborne Trade. Volume I. The Cruiser Period. By C. Ernest 
Fayle. [History of the Great War based on Official Docu- 
ments, by direction of the Historical Section of the Committee of 
Imperial Defense.] (London and New York : Longmans, Green, 
and Company. 1920. Pp. xvii, 442. $7.50.) 
Sir Julian Corbett, historian in charge of the British Naval His- 
torical Section of the Committee of Imperial Defense, begins the preface 
to the first volume of his Naval Operations with the following words : 

On June 28, 1916, the Prime Minister (Mr. Asquith) announced in 
Parliament that " In view of the demand which is likely to arise and the 
desirability of providing the public with an authentic account, it has been 
decided to prepare for publication, as soon as possible after the close of 
the war, an Official History dealing with its various aspects." The 
present volume is the first instalment of the promised work. 

But, although the British Historical Section was not established in its 
present form until two years after the outbreak of the World War (to 



